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1. Land Acknowledgement

The trails and open spaces of Burlington are a patchwork thave@nd connect through a part of the
traditional Abenaki homeland known as Winooskiok. The Aberalelived here for over two thousand
years. European settlement has displaced them from their traditional use and stewardship of the land
causing great loss to humans and the ecology with impacts still felt deeply today. The Abenaki continue
to livein Vermort and are striving to recover their language, agricultural heritage, seed crop varieties
and revitalize their seasonally appropriate ancestral ceremonies.

With recognition that we ar all stewards of the land, Burlington Parks Recreation and Wate rifent
this management plato the Burlington community as aspportunity to support and deepen our
communities' connection and place in the natural woildgether we can support cultural and
ecological flourishing.

While land acknowledgement is a necesdast step in reconciliationrBPRW recognizes thtte
intentional naming of places is vitally important, too.

2.0Overview & Summary

The Burlington Parks, Recreation and Waterfront (BPRW) property currently known as 311 North
Avente is a unique park, modest in size at 12 acees]rich in its value and offerings to the living beings
of Burlington. It is both a destinatidor gardeniry
and walkingand a corridor for people and wildlife to
.dzNI Ay 3id2y Q& SELI Yy&aADS
regional parks and natural areas. 311 Nodrenue
is one of seven Urban Wilds within the BPRW park
system.The Urban Wilds contain a suite oftneal
communitiesranging fromDry PineOakHeath
Sandplain Forest t8ilver Maple Ostriclrern
Floodplain Forestaith many many types in
between Informed management of these Urban
Wilds is critical to preserving biodiversity in
Burlington. Managemenibf 311 NorthAvenueisin
part guidedby values, and themedescribedn the
Open Space Protection Plaandthe Parks Master
Plan. However, it is also known, that the moment a
plan is completed, it is out of date. Management o
the 311 NorthAvenueproperty acknowledges the
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1 Preservation of small opespaces thatnify neighborhoods.

9 Protection of open space from threatiny development and subdivision.

1 Connecting existing open spaces.

f t NBaAaSNBI GA2y 2F GKS /AGeQa ylFddaNIf o0Slkdzieo
4

(V)]
(V)]



BPRW System Themes from the Rddster Plan

1 Wellness; enhancing recreation opportuties and programming
Peopleg recognizing culture community and partnerships
Connectiorg linking people to parks

Stewardshig protecting and preserving our environment
Service streamlining operations

Communityg creating inclusive social spaces

Impact¢ motivating economy
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The 311 North Avenue property is being intentionally managids uncommon park in Burlington
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promoting natural biodiversity. Thste has a existing critical trail connection from North Avenue

to the Burlington Greenway and
g GSNFNRBY (O ac
makes up the western boundary o
the park and provides a
breathtaking space for reflection
and beach time. At the eastern
boundary,the Stone Cottage
Interpretive Center will offer
visitors an opportunity to dive into
the natural history of the City.
Nestled in between, the
community gardens create
connections and local food source
for Burlington residents, while
providing opportunites to

enhance insect habitats including
those of native bees and other
pollinators like hummingbirds. The
forests connect Lake Champlain t
the Intervale providing food,
shelter and travel corridors for
mammals such as fishers and foxe
and the mammals tay prey on

like deer, mice, and rabbits.
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Exg. Informal Trail
Connection

N2
Exg. Community Gardens —— [ /

v

0 145 290 4
S et

311 N. Ave Existing Conditions Map
311 Management Plan



3. Vision, Process, and Responsibilities

Overall Vision for 311 NortAvenue

311 NorthAvenueis a dynamic public open space that serves a variety of essential functions for
humans, wildlife, and plantsA centrd vision of the 31INorth AvenuePark Property is one of
reciprocity.

Reciprocity the practice of exchanging things with others for mutual benefithemuality or
state of being reciprocalmutual dependence, action, or influence

Thisparklandis a place, like many othersBurlington thatpresents living beings, humans, wildlife, and
plants, the opportunity to convene witbach other in energy and spirit. At its most basic level, this
exchange takes place when humans enter into a space with intention and presence. As this document
outlines a management construct for a City Park, it requires that park hseiw the ethicghat relate

to common rules, such as keeping dogs on leashstaying orthe trail. Beyond these rules, the park
and its stewards will facilitate the exchange of humans actively supporting the health and function of
the landscape in return for the vastesystem services the plants and animals provide. park
experience supported through site interpretatiamd programming willask its users to consider an
intention and presence of knowing and
understanding fellow humans who use the land

| currently withacknowledgment that some of
these peoplehavebeen in community with this
land for thousands of years. It will ask users to

“: acknowledge the plants, their names and their
needs. It will ask park users to acknowledge the
§ wildlife that calls the land homand passes
through the space.

This management plan will outline some of the specific management goals and objectives that will
support and facilitate reciprocity. This reciprocity will take many forms, from the basic levels of
presence and acknowledgemigmo action and active stewardship. Thiarklandwill call in voices from

the community, to speak for themselves, for the plants and for the wildlife. Park users will be welcomed
to listen, welcomed to convene and most of alklcomed to enjoy.

Thevision of reciprocityakes ontwo central themes connection and healing.
Connection

This property's reciprocal relationship to the adjacent developmemd surrounding built environments

is to provide refuge and connection for human, animal, and plant communities. For humans and wildlife,
311North Avenueoffers a connective experience from one place to another heonans, 31MNorth

Avenueconnects users from the Old North End, and NéxtlenueR 2 6y (1 2 . ekgdihsive/ 312 y Q&
public waterfront and the Burlington Greenway. For wildlifee property acts as an important habitat
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their hostirg of insects, and the ecosystem services they provide shape the viability of the experience

for all other living beings who occupy or pass through the park.


https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/mutual

In abroadersense, the311 North Avenue property provides opportunities to strengthenlp#oS Q a
connectiongo the natural world. These connections can oawhile protecting and promoting the
natural biodiversity of the sitas a staff person or volunteefhese connections also occur simply when
a park user chooses to attune with the parkues in respect to their choices and behaviors while
visiting the space Thefuture Stone Cottage interpretive center will interpret the natural history of the
Cityand help deepen connections available through education and awareriéss community gamhs
create connections and local food sources for Burlington residents while providing opportunities to
enhance insect habitat, including native bees and other pollinators like hummingbirds.

Healing

The recent local human history of the past 3@ars
has been tumultuous in relation to this land, and all
of the lands in the greater Burlington area. As we
reckon with this history, the 31Mlorth Avenue
parkland offers a unique opportunity for healing. All
living beings, plants, animals, insectsgldrumans
havea stake ircontributing to and benefiting from
healing In future interpretation, programming, and
stewardshipof the land,the healing of the landscape,
humans and history will beentral

Some examples of ways that healing spaces and
actionshavebegunto form on the park land:

Supporting spaces that nouristhrough:
* Community Gardens
Fruit and nut trees that feed people and wildlife
CreatingRegenerative Stewardship Practi¢bat are:
" opportunities for the community to actively heal thendscape through stewardship
events and projects
Intentionally planned testrengthen ecosystem resilienty increasing the presee of
native plants that host cevolved insects






















































